REGULAR MEETING – ATHENS TOWN BOARD – August 1, 2022

The regular meeting of the Athens Town Board was called to order at 7:02 p. m. by Supervisor Michael N. Pirrone, with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag on August 1, 2022, at the Village of Athens Volunteer Fire House at 49 Third Street, Athens, New York.
The following people were present: Supervisor Pirrone: Councilmember Mary Brandow; Councilmember Michael Ragaini; Councilmember Anthony Paluch and Town Clerk Linda M. Stacey. (Councilmember Shannon Spinner was absent.)
These people were also present: Susan Brady; Theresa Cardinale; Fran McCusker; Dawna Johnson; Diane Eastwick; Amber Clark; Gail Lasher; Nora Adelman; Anna B.; Lillian Moore; 
Phyllis Coons; Kevin Kelly; Shelia Brady; Ellen & Merrill Roth; Lenore Silvia; George Etsios;
Paulette Miller-Travis; Kirsten Bates; M.K. Garvey; Kathy Jackson; Robert Brunner; Ron Puhalski; Sam Sebren; Bill Sproat; Patrick Doyle; E. Doyle; Carrie Feder.


Councilmember Anthony Paluch made a motion seconded by Councilmember Michael Ragaini to table, not close, the public hearing pertaining to the Eminent Domain proceeding, Town of Athens v. Shirley Horowitz, 31 Old Kings Road, Athens, NY pending the Town Board review of all comments, statements, letters, and other information received in connection with the meeting of July 18, 2022. The Town Board may have a desire to more fully evaluate other options based on the public hearing. (No questions and answers tonight.) Ayes-4 (Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1 (Spinner) Abstentions-0


Councilmember Michael Ragaini made a motion seconded by Councilmember Mary Brandow to approve the following voucher that were audited by the Board.
General Abstract #15, vouchers #345 through#363 inclusive for $58,665.05.
Highway Abstract #15, vouchers #113 through #116 inclusive for $4,970.64


Councilmember Anthony Paluch made a motion seconded by Councilmember Michael Ragaini to approve the minutes of July 18, 2022, as read. Ayes-4 (Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1(Spinner) Abstentions-0

Councilmember Mary Brandow made a motion seconded by Councilmember Anthony Paluch to approve the Town Clerk’s Report for July as presented. Ayes-4 (Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1 (Spinner) Abstentions-0


Supervisor Pirrone advised the Board that he had solicited services from six (6) “Adaptive Reuse of Historic Structures” architectural firms. 
 He has received answers from Mays Engineering:  Alverez Landmark Consulting and from
Delaware Engineering.  He received pertinent information from M. Bianconi, of Delaware Engineering, regarding, Space Planning & Cost for Community Center Renovation.

Supervisor asked Board members what they wished to do for the September 19th meeting.
They had two possibilities: 1) Not having a meeting 2) changing meeting to September23rd.
The Board members agreed to change the date of the meeting to September 23rd.

Resident Michael Campbell informed the Board that Potic Creek is dry.  He feels it is a fire danger. He further reported that he has not received a word from the 911 people. He told the Board that it has been ten years since he first mentioned this issue.


Corinne R. Smith, of Whitbeck, Benedict & Smith advised that Flint Mine Solar will make a presentation to the Greene IDA in August with a public hearing in either August or September.

Councilmembers Paluch and Ragaini asked Supervisor Pirrone if the Town had received a copy of the Air quality test from Ambient Environmental, Inc. that the Village of Athens had 
done for the Community Center.
Supervisor Pirrone stated that he had e-mailed the results to the Board members already, however he would do it again.


The Commercial Event Venue local law, (wedding venue) still needs a SEQRA to be done by the Board so it can be sent into the Greene County Planning Board for approval, before we can adopt it.

Supervisor Pirrone opened the floor to the public for questions: there were quite a few questions asked regarding the July 18th public hearing. However, 
people did not give their names.


Patrick Doyle, of Flint Mine Solar gave a general update.



Councilmember Michael Ragaini made a motion seconded by Councilmember Mary Brandow to go into Executive Session for a Personnel matter. Time: 7:35 p.m. Ayes-4 (Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1 (Spinner) Abstentions-0 

No Action Taken.

Councilmember Anthony Paluch made a motion seconded by Councilmember Mary Brandow to adjourn Executive Session and reconvene the regular meeting. Time: 8:15 p.m. Ayes-4 (Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1(Spinner) Abstentions-0


Supervisor Michael N. Pirrone made a motion to address a resident’s request to read a letter, there was no second.  Motion Failed.

As there was no further business to come before the meeting, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Michael Ragaini seconded by Councilmember Mary Brandow. Ayes-4
(Pirrone; Brandow; Ragaini; Paluch) Noes-0 Absent-1(Spinner) Abstentions-0

Meeting adjourned at 8:18 pm.









